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ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Montgomery, Ala., November 17, 1878. 


His Excellency, Davin Р. Lewis, 
: Governor and Commander-in-Chief : 


Sır—I have the honor to submit the following annual report of the 
Adjuthant General’s Department, showing the present organization and 
“ condition of the militia of the State. | 

Since the last report of my predecessor, there has been no change of 
importance, except that some officers have resigned. 

Ifind on examination of my office, and also that of the Secretary of State, 
that although there are in the hands of the different companies organized, 
arms belonging to the State to the value of $19,722 82, there is not on file a 
single bond as required by law ; though I am told/by my predecessor, bonds 
had been given, and that they were turned over to the Hon. R. В. Lindsay, 
та Governor. + If so, they have been made away with, and are not now 
on file. 

I have, by your Excellency’s orders, refused Commissions to all officers 
who have been elected to fill vacancies until such bonds were given and 
placed on file. I have also notified each Company Commander that such 
bonds were required by law, and have called upon them to forward said 
bonds to this office, which -order has not in a sing!e instance been com- 
plied with. I would therefore respectfully suggest, that an order be issued 
to the several Company Commanders, to the effect that if said bonds be 
not forthcoming by a certain date the company will be disbanded and the 
arms taken possession of by the State. 

It is also proper to state that I have on file numerous applications for 
militia companies, especially from our colored fellow-citizens from Mobile, 
Selma, and Montgomery; all of which I have declined by order of your 
Excellency. a 

I would also call ypur attention to the fact, that there is now awaiting 
at our disposal, upwards of $29,000 worth of arms, and I would respect- 
fully request your Excellency to allow from the Contingent Fund a sufí- 
cient amount to defray the expense of procuring them. 

I would further suggest to your Excellency, that the militia laws be 
amended so as to allow the appointment of an Ordnance Sargeant, who 
shall draw the pay of an Ordnance Sargeant of the United States Army, 
and whose duty it shall be to keep and look after all arms and ordnance 
stores belonging to the State. This would be but a slight expense, about 
$22 per month, and would be of great benefit to the interests of the State. 
As the United States government donates to the State, arms of the most 
improved patterns, and very valuable, it does seem as little as we can do 
to take the proper care of the same. РРА 

I append: a Roster of all the militia companies in the State, also a tabu- 
lar statement of the arms and ordnance stores received and issued. 

Таш, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


M. 6. CANDEE, Adjutant-General. 
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Return of Ordnance and Ordnance Stores received, issued, and remaining on hand. 
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